              New Board Officers Named, Awards Presented
During WPHA's Annual Meeting in Arizona

Sacramento, Oct. 11, 2011 -- Nearly 350 people attended WPHA's Annual Meeting at the Fairmont Scottsdale Princess in Scottsdale, Ariz., Oct. 2-4. The event saw the exchange of the Board of Directors chair gavel passed from outgoing Chair Barbara LeVake to incoming Chair Ron Naven. Other board members elevated to office included John Smith, as vice chair, Scott Hushbeck, as secretary/treasurer, and at-large officers George Gough and Steve Gillette. Upon becoming chairman of WPHA for 2012, Naven said his primary objective for next year is that he wants WPHA to continue working with other major agricultural associations in the West. "These alliances are very important to us." 

Also during the business luncheon on Tuesday, Oct. 4, Lon Records, of Target Specialty Products, was awarded Yara North America's "Integrity Award." WPHA's Lifetime Achievement Award went to David Britz, of Britz Fertilizers, Inc.

Snapshots of WPHA’s 2011 Annual Meeting in Arizona

Below left, Barbara LeVake, left, and Ron Naven, right, are shown with award winners Lon Records, second from left, and David Britz. At right is a group picture of the WPHA Board of Directors.
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Below left, Arizona Secretary of State Ken Bennett was the keynote luncheon speaker and spoke about Arizona’s budget deficit and how the state got into the mess. Below center, Steve Gillette plays in a foursome on one of the resort's beautiful golf courses. At right, Steve Alexander begs to get out of the "outhouse" during the banquet.
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Below left, WPHA members bid on PAC items during auction night. The PAC auction is one of WPHA's more popular events each year. Below center, members and their guests await transportation to the Taste of Southwest recreational activity. At right, attendees prepare to go skeet shooting.
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Below left, incoming WPHA Chairman Ron Naven rides the mechanical bull during the evening banquet on the last night of the annual meeting. Below center, rustlers and general "bad guys" talk an audience member, second from left, into playing along during a Wild West show during the last night’s dinner. Not to be outdone on the mechanical bull, outgoing Chair Barbara LeVakes’ daughter, Jill, hangs on for a wild ride during the banquet.
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 Incoming Chairman Ron Naven and outgoing Chair Barbara LeVake ham it up during dinner on the last night.
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